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Gilliss Assumes Presidency 
 
ATLANTA – After two years as President-elect and board member of the American 
Academy of Nursing (AAN), Catherine Gilliss, DNSc, RN, FAAN, became President of 
the organization’s Board of Directors on Saturday at its 36th Annual Meeting and 
Conference. 
 
Gilliss, Dean and Helene Fuld Health Trust Professor of Nursing and Vice Chancellor for 
Nursing Affairs at Duke University, accepted the gavel from outgoing President Pamela 
Mitchell, PhD, RN, FAHA, FAAN. Gilliss was elected as the group’s President by the 
Fellowship in November 2007. 
 
AAN’s new leadership includes Joanne Disch, PhD, RN, FAAN, the Academy’s 
President-elect and Colleen Goode, PhD, RN, NEA-BC, FAAN and Sally Rankin, PhD, 
RN, FAAN, who will both serve on the 12-member board for the first time. Patricia 
Yoder-Wise, EdD, RN, CNAA-BC, ANEF, FAAN, and Eileen Zungolo, EdD, RN, CNE, 
FAAN, were re-elected as board members. 
 
“Our nation faces the challenge of reforming both our health care delivery system and our 
payment system. The Academy is prepared to contribute to both of those conversations 
and is committed to improvements in care for the greatest numbers of Americans,” Gilliss 
said. “AAN’s Edge Runner program has highlighted the many ways in which nurses are 
leading these changes already.” 
 
A graduate of Duke University, Gilliss's greatest contributions have been in nursing 
education. Over a 35-year period, she has prepared nearly 3,500 nurses for careers in 
nursing science and advanced practice. She received a master’s from The Catholic 
University of America and completed doctoral and post-doctoral studies at the University 
of California, San Francisco. Now back at Duke, she is the first alumna in the 75-year 
history of the nursing school to be named Dean. Gilliss has presided over the approval 
and initiation of the PhD in Nursing and Doctor of Nursing Practice programs. She has 
also led the school’s agenda to infuse educational programs with high-level technology, 
model financially viable innovations in care delivery, and bring science to the bedside for 
the practicing nurse.  
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The Academy’s Presidency represents another in a continuing series of leadership 
positions for Gilliss. She has served as president of the National Organization of Nurse 
Practitioner Faculties, the Kappa Chapter of Sigma Theta Tau, and the interdisciplinary 
Primary Care Fellowship Society. In addition, she chaired the Nursing Sciences Review 
Committee for the National Institutes of Health/National Institute of Nursing Research 
and served as University Regent for the University of Portland (OR).  
 
“Dr. Gilliss upholds a tradition of outstanding individuals who’ve been honored as 
president of the Academy,” CEO Pat Ford-Roegner said. “Her tasks will be challenging, 
but her extensive and varied background will serve her well to lead the Academy through 
this ongoing health care debate.”  


